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Schools in Japan and the UK Ravinder Chana

British schools and Japanese schools have many interesting similarities and differ-
ences. In the UK there are no Junior High Schools instead we go from Nursery to

Primary School, Secondary School (High School), College/Sixth Form and then

University.

There are no graduation ceremonies in the UK until University, instead we have a
school Disco at the end of Primary school and Prom at the end of Secondary school

which are just parties with music and a DJ.

In the UK we have ‘detentions’ where if a student misbehaves, is late to school or
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hasn’t completed their homework on time they have to stay in school at the end of the day for additional time where they
must study in silence, these can range from 15 minutes up to an hour. Also, if your tie isn't the correct length or your shirt
is untucked you can receive a ‘strike’, 3 of which lead to a detention.

Similar to Harry Potter, British secondary schools also have ‘Houses’ like Gryffindor and Slytherin represented by tie colours
e.g. yellow, red, blue. Students are separated into Houses based on their classes and compete regularly to accumulate ‘House
Points’ ultimately leading up to Sports Day where all the Houses try to become champions for that year.

Additionally, we also have positions such as Headboy, Headgirl and Prefects where selected students gain additional responsi-
bilities, they work alongside teachers to enforce rules whilst representing the school, much like the student council in Japan,

they wear a small shield-shaped badge to be identified easily.
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