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News Ri Eles Across the Pacific Stacey Fujikawa

this month will mark the second anniversary of the 2011 Tohoku
earthquake. Could you feel the earthquake in Higashikawa? Do you remember
where you where, or what you were doing that day? At the time of the earthquake, I
was still living in Canada. I would like to share my experience from that day.
It was almost 7:30am (11:30pm in Japan) and I had just arrived at work. At the time,
I was working for family friends in my hometown. Mr. Fujita was enjoying his usual
morning coffee with some of his buddies. The TV was barely *audible in the
background, and no one paid close attention to what was on. Shortly after I poured
my cup of coffee and turned the sign to “open”, Mr. Fujita came to my desk and told
me there was something I had to see. The volume was turned up and an announcer
was reporting about a major earthquake that had occurred earlier in the day near

The 11th o

Sendai. The TV remained on throughout the day.

My head was swimming with questions; many of which my coworkers, family, and
friends repeatedly asked me. Was I still planning to go to Japan? Where in Japan was
I going to live? Would it be safe? Would the JET Programme be cancelled that year?
In April, T was offered a spot in the program. I had wanted to live in or travel around
Japan for a long time, so I didn’t have to think long about whether I would accept;
the answer was quite simply, yes. Once informed of my Hokkaido placement in June,
I felt confident that I would be safe. It will soon be the end of my second year in
Japan. It has been wonderful so far and I'm looking forward to the next.
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