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Summer Vacation Karin Strom

There is a magical time ascribed to the American childhood. It punctuates each year with a blissful stretch of
3 months respite. We call it summer vacation. At this time School clothes are exchanged for swimsuits and
backpacks for beach bags. In the United States, the school year typically begins in September and ends in mid
June. As the final school bell rings on that mid- -June day, students cram their worn no. 2 pencils(¥) into their
bags and race off to impending summer adventures.

During this 2-3 month break students participate in a myriad of activities. At home, it is common to see
children running around half-naked through sprinklers and homemade slip n’slides() in their yards. Licking
popsicles and throwing water balloons, kids seek fun ways to keep cool during the hot months. Along with
homemade recreation, elementary students commonly attend specific classes and camps throughout the
summer. Depending on the child’s interest, their parents may enroll them in number of different camps.
Including, but not limited to: art camps, music camps, religious camps, computer camps, performing arts
camps, weight loss camps. They may range from day-long to week-long to month-long in duration.

In high school, students often use the 3 month vacation to take classes or get a summer job. Pupils with a
scholastic gleam may enroll in classes for college credit: while others may try to make up for classes they failed
in the past year. Often, teenagers attend driving school for several weeks to earn their driver’s permit. Summer
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also provides an opportune time to earn money with a part time job. Common jobs for teenagers include, lifeguarding, coaching, summer camp
counselor positions, amusement park employees, baseball stadium attendants, working as an au pair or at local fast food joint.

As you can see, summer is an interesting time in the United States. My favorite memories from my childhood took place during the summer months,

and I am looking forward to experiencing another summer in Japan.
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