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Befana part2 Catrina Caira

Having talked about who Befana is last month, this month I would
like to tell you a little more about her history. The legends say that
Befana was approached by the magi, or three wise men, a few days
before the birth of Jesus. They asked for directions as they had seen
his star in the sky, but she did not know where to find him. She
gave them shelter for the night, as she was considered the best
house keeper in town. She was invited to join the magi, but said
that she was too busy with her housework so could not come. Later,
she has a change of heart, and tries to find Jesus and the magi, but
she was never able to. So she searches to this day.

There are poems about Befana, which are known in slightly differ-
ent versions throughout Italy. The Befana who visit the towns are
often heard singing these songs in thanks for the food and drink
they receive. Here is one of the versions:

La Befana vien di notte

Con le scarpe tutte rotte

Col vestito alla romana

Viva, Viva La Befana!

'The English translation is:

'The Befana comes by night

With her shoes all tattered and torn

She comes dressed in the Roman way

Long life to the Befana!

Another version by Giovanni Pascoli (1855-1912) stars with:
Viene, viene la Befana

Vien dai monti a notte fonda

Come ¢ stanca! la circonda

NIT77—F IN—F 2 ArI—F-H1>
HIHE AR T V2 RT7—F D% LEL,
S HBHLZDOYFEZE S D Lo fmilt TR, A T AFEAEDEL
HHl. 3 AOBEBEDHLICHE 2T E T 2EIcA T A,
R EBERADFEEEN, #@ESRIEOTT M —FD
FIFART 7 —FHEZDOLEMZMOEREATLUED, EHx
RELELI. ZDEE—FEICA T AZBELICITTY &
FONETH.FEMELTEDHL EWODETZD
BEKDEDSTATAREEZHLE TN ADO00E
BATLIZ ED S5 THIELZII LTV A DTT,
RNT7—FDFHHY, FNUIA R T H T LT DE
SEETHBNTOWET M ENIEANT 7—F D HE
NIZEIRPIDBARYNIEH L THOTHNBDHRHEST
B THCAE T ZD—DONTNTT,
N7 7—FHF . ®>TL%
HHZIFAIFAICHEN
O—<VRROREET
T 7—F %k
E5E NTy—F
HZHIC
DT ER-TLS
BAEFENTHASTE
ErmeJmICTEENT
ESIES ARNT7—F o TL%5

Neve e gelo e tramontana!

Viene, viene la Befana

The English translation is:

Here comes, here comes the Befana

She comes from the mountains in the deep of the night
Look how tired she is! All wrapped up

In snow and frost and the north wind!

Here comes, here comes the Befanal
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