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Thank You Karin Strom
I recently spent some time looking through my photos and articles in preparation for this, my last
article for the Koho publication. After ample clicking from image to image, two things became very
clear to me: I've cultivated a wealth of warm memories in this town that will linger with me for years
and I have deeply humbling sense of gratitude for the people and experiences I have encountered
here.

Living in Higashikawa, I've seen many beautiful aspects of Japanese culture. I've experienced the
respect for others that is shown at every level of society. Whether I'm teaching a class or at the pizza
shop, people are friendly and respectful. I've also seen the value of team-work demonstrated through
office rapport and on the field at sports day events. I experienced this first hand while trying not to
trip my teammates doing the mukade.. As a member of the board of education, I've had the opportu-
nity to attend traditional ceremonies and events, such as graduations and school festivals. The richness
of ceremonial traditions in Japan is a concept I've enjoyed learning about and sharing with friends

(B&o>ETRE) =hEF
BEITDNUVEAICTBHT
EDLJEFENFITHIFIENTT
1. Congratulations.EEWfc
WECATIM FwmICZEDIED
EfWUNNCHEFUCHRFZRD
(Fre)BRUD TS EEWLECED
HdHFET.Best wishes on
your wedding.tAll the best
to you and (##F0DHH0).C5
OTHIFEHEDITULD,

back home. I will carry these values I have learned into the rest of my life experiences.

At the end of July I will be completing my three year tenure as an ALT in Higashikawa. After going home for a few weeks in August for my
wedding, I will be moving out east to live with my husband, an ALT in Oketo-cho. We met in Sapporo two years ago and are excited to be
staying another year together in Hokkaido. My experience in Higashikawa has been wonderful. Thank you for your kindness and hospitality.

Engaging conversations and Japanese cultural sharing has helped me to gain a deeper understanding of my own cultural identity.

B Huv-zboL

BT JEROSETOIATLNEEZ RTHWE Ut EDAT L2 EL 2D TT A AFhF 27y L TEEZRT
WLHBIT, 2DDTENDLMNDE LTz, ZHUd, TOMRMEELICTRS TS EADRM OV ENWHNTEZEWSTE,ZF LT
CTTHESTE AR ERBRICERVEH OB 2 Ri> TN 5T ETT,

CORNCER HAEDEEFLERELIICH BV E LI AEDH 5P B L AT AN NCHEE R TIFEIC S
WELRETTOETREESATE, ANZAHEHYTILBIE LWL BRSO G M AN RSN EEHEDT TV R H i
FETMHRNCOE T HEVEINC LT EMICTF — AT =7 DR 2 UE Lz BB EERD—BEUT AERR
RS I CARRINZ I TR ICHA BN H D E LT, HADORDIEHO BN SIFHSZDOER L HEICR 725K A
IABATENDDTT T CTTHATMMER 2 DD NEIENLTNTHE-RNVET,

7 ADFKIS, ZOR] OSVEFEEEB TL LTO 3EDTIANKDOE T, 8 AICHCER 7 AV INTIFD FEIS A2
Teb @R THEREIRE T2 L T2 REESTTDICHICAIMNNE T, kEE 2 NEld 2 FEafIcALIR T WV &8
IZ62 1 FILEBE TS EH LI DL TR T H [ TORDREERIIZEHE S LNED T Uz, AR EAITHYNCL
TWEREZFIANTOEREEEHH U TOE T 562 LIz IR b2 5 TE/C & T RBE T DR DR T A
TUTAT A= EOFERT BN TEE LI, GR:eEH&T)

BRI ITFEOREZED THT, HEEICE-> TSI
Cli—ficH-oTnET, E— AR =R A — X B E)D
Dl RADBIL RS THRBREA, BEEADM>THNT, &
ECDEFH>TNIZLENIL DY ET,

%H, TE—=FLADOCDEEL TEL WY E2EENRE R
WY A=V IR TERLT, FA

DOFEZBNHL TNZL LW, 9N oz TTRTIT
RRTT., [SEIepBEZMERNT, ZOV Y RT AV
TEhHTHIL ZEDTRLEL T,

BAEKELPLEBRERO HRER ;t%oofcmh& )
A=V T ITERN EHHEEZTEL, 2725 xR
71 FTRBECIZBARDVET, NrYyPnsiEnizikso

Z+5 BRIGE~D T AR —V ¥ — (expose=FEHIT5) 0
SHWSIEWETNHKAEBE T L E THEL TW2 TEZ M) 7 RETT, IbFn-o2, £35bL, KI~bRoo, [TAH]
AJEVWS T AN A aRrT 4 —FOEETK [Make it shine] THEYRZDRE, ZHEPOT Ta—FBNETT, |
T9, IR T A BB [ L&F¥ v OKIER %7255

TP A VICHEFAZESTZDO T, KO EF->TWVET, nh) R MRBOENTZRF2 A Z)—2EDTND [H
PEEORIT, BT FRY) THRWNINLZNEDO T, ThE KRNI~ Fv7) (HRBRTELD) BNBEWD T, T, &
TN N TLALH DIV ET, THLERAVELT W, kL Zcbis T —~NRIL ERELFO L)L
FELILRY, VA= T b oxET, HIHEWNWTL LY,

REHEESE SHRTO

IA(3/FENY
— TEEL T KFEARDE

YRA=95

Here I am, once again Feelin’ lost but now and then
I breathe it in to let it go--

Higashikawa 2014 May ]0
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