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Farewell Pt. 2: The Little 'Ihings Stacey Fujikawa

There is a saying that it is “the little things that matter the most.” There are many

things I will miss (3¥) in Higashikawa such as the beautiful scenery, as well as the

many school and town events I have attended the past three years. But those are

pretty big things. I think that I will miss the small everyday moments that have con-
nected me to the town and to people in Higashikawa the most.

Moments such as: Chatting with students in the hallways and around town. Sharing
meals with my Higashikawa parents. Talking with a few of the moms living on my
street while their kids play outside. Sharing a laugh with the cashier at the supermar-
ket. Surprising the kind woman who helps with recycling with a muffin on Saturday
morning. Coming home to a care package of fresh vegetables or baked goods from
my Higashikawa parents. Having an itsumo at a restaurant. Discovering a new road.
Getting lost while exploring and finding my way home. Taking countless photos of
Asahidake every year, during every season. Cycling along the Chubetsu River more
times than I can count. Discussing the weather with coworkers as a few of us look
out at the blizzard, rain or whatever is happening at that moment. Realizing how
much my Japanese has improved on my way home one evening after dinner with my
Higashikawa parents.
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