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Remembrance Day Catrina Caira
(B&o>ETREH) =igs
veterans EWVWOEENHF UL,

'This month I thought I would tell you about an event I went to in Ottawa on a
November day in 2005, the Canadian year of the (%) veterans. Since I was living
in Ottawa, the capital city of Canada, I went to the national Remembrance Day
ceremony. This is a day when many Canadians remember and honor past and
present soldiers as well as pray for peace. It was already very cold in Ottawa; the
high was 3.5°C before the wind. I joined thousands of people who came to see
the ceremony. A train had picked up veterans from across Canada for the event.
They joined many marching bands and other people as part of the large parade
which started the event. Once everyone was in place, we listened to the national
anthem, "O Canada," and then a lone bugler played "The Last Post." Many
wreaths were laid on the cenotaph of the Unknown Soldier, and speeches were
made. Then at 11:00, everyone was quiet for 2 minutes, remembering the cost of
war. A 21 gun salute followed—the roar of the guns and canons was even louder after the silence. Finally, the bells rang
out from the Peace Tower in a song written just for that day. As the ceremony came to a close, my friends and I tried to
identify the different uniforms people were wearing. Some went as far back as the world wars, although most were those
of our modern peace keeping troops. After a morning of beautiful music and moving speeches, it was time to go get
lunch and get warm again.
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