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Contemplations on winter Hailey Stutz

When I was in 11th grade, I composed a short piano piece (%) called “Winter ["é &2 TR =hesF
Forlorn” for a class project incorporating the themes of Ethan Frome by Edith | piece (—HF®) EWVLWSEEHNHTE
Wharton. In this novel, a lover’s suicide fails when, during an attempt to sled off | F Uz, T Tl& #R) TI1, 7
of a cliff, a tree blocks their path, and the resulting collision cripples them for SARFFEY, IITI—=NRX)VIEE
life. It’s a sullen reminder that tragedies can be written without death at their AXZETCHLLEVNET, ATDT
conclusions. X [DVE=R] . [O&EDHE
In this story, winter is used as a backdrop for tragedy, as it so often is. Winter EOAME] ODRKIEZFDTT, *
represents sorrow, dying light, the perishing of beautiful things. Many people BODVE—R S BIBEEE, HEC
suffer in the darkness of winter, the long nights and unforgiving frigidity an | (%a dress, a piece of cakeld
invitation to retreat inside of oneself. [r—F—IN] O ETTH., &
Yet, amidst the reign of winter, I see restless Hokkaido come alive. I see its SET(E (BB | OEKICKEDET,
denizens shiver in anticipation, eager to descend its mountains on snowboards
and skis. There is a flame within the people here, and with that warmth they greet the cold blasts of winter when the
blizzard winds descend.

How wonderful, to not merely survive but to thrive in winter. May we all come alive though darkness falls.
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