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A Very Warm Welcome Indeed
Natalie Edmondson

I have been in Higashikawacho for one month and
already I look forward to the rest of the year.

My name is Natalie Edmondson and I come from
Australia. A month ago, I was experiencing
winter; cold was everywhere and escaping it was a
constant battle. One week later, I had just finished
two intense days of Tokyo orientation in the very
air-conditioned rooms of Shinjuku Keio Plaza
Hotel and wondering if I could ever be as good as
the people who came to give presentations. Surely
as soon as [ arrived in my town, everyone would
find out that they had made a mistake and banish
me back to the cold?

But the only thing I have experienced since arriv-
ing in this town is warmth. This shouldn’t surprise
me. This is not my first time in Japan. I have done
two exchanges previously, once at Kanazawa
University and once at Chuo university. 'There,
too, everyone was extremely helpful with trying to
get my Japanese to a useable level (my apologies to
my teachers for my poor kanji and composition-
you tried your best). It was this warmth and
willingness to give which made me decide to apply
for the JET Programme; I could hopefully be able
to return the favour with some small knowledge of
my own language.

While being an ALT, I hope to show students that
English is something to make friends with, not
something to be scared of. Japanese people are
willing to listen to me saying the same thing three
times before they somehow understand. Why
then, did so many of the Japanese university
students I met think that I would not be willing to
do the same, and hesitate to try even a single word
of English? Words may be hard to remember, but
teelings are easy, and it’s the effort of trying that
warms people more than the use of perfect
language. And Higashikawacho is a very warm

place.
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