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March- Canberra day Natalic Edmondson

My home city is Canberra, the capital of Australia, and its birthday is in
March. Canberra is a very new city- only 104 years old in 2017. Some
people say that it should not be considered even that old, though.

In 1901, Australia’s became a complete country- the Commonwealth of
Australia. Since it was now a proper country, they decided that it needed a
capital city for the federal government. Sydney and Melbourne were both
very important cities and wanted to be the capital. But the government
decided to build a new city, which is one reason why Canberra is between
Sydney and Melbourne. The name ‘Canberra’ is said to come from a word
meaning ‘meeting place’in one of the Aboriginal languages.

'The history of Canberra is one of perseverance. It’s opening ceremony = = e
happened in March 1913, but the First World War happened. When the war 2;2—5?;; Rl
was over, people wanted to build it again, but in the Great Depression struck. °

And then the Second World War arrived. After that war, people considered giving up on the Capital, but they decided
to build it, which is why we have Canberra as the Capital city.

'This is why some people say that Canberra is not 104 years old, but only 60 years old. Since the 50s, Canberra has been
growing steadily- it has exceeded the originals plans. I think that it is a very good place to live.
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