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More Islands, More Fun Donna Lampa

“It’s more fun in the Philippines.” My home country’s Department of Tourism has
been using this catchy slogan since 2012 to entice both locals and foreigners to explore
the many wonders our 7,641 islands have to offer. Yes, you read that right. With more
than seven thousand islands, we have more than we know what to do with!

This actually makes life in the Philippines more fun and interesting. We're never too
far from the beach regardless of where we are in the country. Like Hokkaido, we enjoy
a diversity of fresh seafood, fruits, and vegetables all year round. Cuisines vary from
region to region, depending on what’s abundant in that part of the Philippines. People
from Baguio, for example, put strawberries on almost everything (even silken tofu!),
while coconut milk and spicy red peppers figure prominently in dishes from the Bicol
region.

We collectively speak a little under 200 languages and dialects, and as you can imagine,
this sometimes leads to problems understanding each other. So we find creative ways
to communicate with countrymen with a different mother tongue using facial expres-
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sions, gestures, dance, and even songs! I'd like to believe that’s the reason why Filipinos are musically-inclined and animated.

'The Philippines is also very similar to Japan in terms of the immense number of festivals being held throughout the year. We
have celebrations for everything, most of which are tied to religion or the farming season. We call them fiestas and hold them
to showcase local culture, Catholic traditions, roses in bloom, a bountiful harvest, and even hot air balloons!

We surely know how to have fun in the Philippines, and I can’t wait to warmly welcome you to one of my home country’s 7,

641 sun-kissed islands someday.
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