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December- Christmas in Australia Natalie Edmondson

Everyone knows Christmas. Santa with his reindeer, green fir
trees with their decorations, a hot roast dinner with the family,
and a ‘White Christmas’ (with snow on the ground) is seen as the
ideal.

But in Australia, December is in summer. Australian summers
are very hot and never white. So, in a climate where roads melt
and people bake muffins in their cars, some ideas about Christ-
mas are slightly different.

We all know Rudolph and can talk about Santa’s reindeer. But
Australians also have songs about Santa’s sleigh being pulled by
kangaroos, since they are more suited to our climate.

"Though you can buy small ones, fir trees do not like the Austra-
lian climate. In 1999, Australia tried to enter the Guinness Book
of Records for largest Christmas tree by decorating an
80-metre-tall Eucalyptus tree with more than 3000 lights. It was
rejected for not being a ‘real’ Christmas tree, but what does ‘real’
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NIIRTA N VAR A DL SN TVE T,
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mean?

Eating with family is important, but that does not always mean a
big roast dinner indoors, like in Europe. Picnics and barbeques
on the beach are popular, as is sea food instead of roast meats.
Australia also has new traditions thanks to our climate. ‘Carols
by Candlelight’ is where people gather together in the cool
evening to sing Christmas carols while holding candles. It’s very
popular, especially in big cities like Melbourne.

For many years, the cinema was one of the few places with air
conditioning. So after spending Christmas Day eating and
feeling very hot, the family would see a movie. Something we
still do now, which is why one of the biggest cinema release days
for movies in Australia is Boxing Day (December 26th).

How about you? What traditions can you think of which are
affected by the climate?
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