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January- Australia Day Natalie Edmondson
Modern Australia has a birthday- 26 January 1788.

'This is not the day Australia was discovered by Europe. The Dutch had landed there and
named the island ‘New Holland’ more than 100 years before (about 1644). But the Dutch
landed and explored the west coast of Australia and decided that the country was unsuitable
for settlement because there was not a lot of usable land or resources.

In 1770, Captain Cook explored the east coast of ‘New Holland’and claimed it in the name
of Britain. When Britain lost the 13 colonies of America to revolution, they decided that it
was necessary to build a settlement in ‘New South Wales’ (named because the land looked
like that in the south of Wales) to send their prisoners. So the First Fleet journeyed to the

(5&oCTHH] Sihas
F=ARSUPTIE [TAICEIE]

(" G'day, mate!” . ZDfh. af-
ternoon (darvo. ECERbreakfast
[F. brekkie®k EBBKEN D)., 2
WEETRSLITET CEZFORE
BEDSTU&L DN, —5RICIEHDE
DICIN\IHZVDT. OZRIFEW
KOICEENELLEofE. FATWV
SEPEVCCENDDFET,

island and on 26th January 1788, Captain Philip planted the Union Jack on the site where a settlement would be built. That settlement

would later become Sydney.

Australia Day is a public holiday and is celebrated each year with a variety of events. But it is not a happy day for everyone. Aboriginal
Australians do not like that the day which celebrates Australia happens on the date which marked the beginning of suffering for their
peoples. British people treated the native inhabitants of the land very badly, so while they agree that Australia should be celebrated, the
date should be changed to something every person has cause to celebrate.

One date gaining popularity is May 8, because when you say those words together, it sounds like ‘mate’, a slang word common in

Australia to mean ‘friend’. What do you think?
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