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Second Language Learning Natalie Edmondson

Learning a new language is hard, but it is important. This is because a language is more than
just words and grammar rules; it is the culture and history of a region. Some of my favourite
quotes are about this: “To have another language is to possess a second soul’ (Charlemagne)
or “The limits of my language are the limits of my world’ (Ludwig Wittgenstein).

I can communicate to some degree in three languages. I grew up with English at home and
spoke French at school, then in university I started studying Japanese. For Christmas 2016,
I travelled to France with another AL'T. She said that she didn’t need to be next to me to
know what language I was speaking. My gestures and body language changed depending on
if I was speaking English, French or Japanese. This is because speaking another language is
more than saying the same words with different sounds. The nuances of the other language

force us to think of situations in a different way.

Our language shows our history. When you invite someone into your house, you say [ EH>
TLFZEW because Japanese houses have a step at the genkan. This needs to be explained to
people who come from countries without this step. Learning one simple phrase in Japanese
teaches people about Japanese history and architecture. It shows how environment can

shape the way we talk to each other.
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By learning to communicate your meaning in another language, you learn to look at your own language in a different way. 'This lesson
stays with you even if you forget the grammar of the other language. This is why the act of learning is so important. ‘You can never
understand one language until you understand at least two’ (Geoffrey Willams).
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