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Fishing in Canada Catrina Caira

Canada’s motto is “From Sea to Sea.” Canada has the largest coastline in the world. It
touches 3 of the 5 oceans of the world. It has over 2,000,000 lakes and rivers, with 1/5th of

the world’s fresh water. Sea life is Canada’s 2nd largest export. But Canada made some

mistakes protecting this resource. Let’s look at what happened.

Canada was the world’s 7th largest exporter of seafood for 500 years. Canada had the
“world’s most productive fishing grounds”in the 1960s. The most popular fish was cod. In
the 1950s very large boats came. These large, modern boats caught 200,000 kg of cod every

hour.

The fish could not reproduce fast enough. In 1975 Canada said foreign boats could not fish
there. In 1990 the cod disappeared. In 1992 Canada made cod fishing illegal. 40,000 people
lost their jobs that day. Because of the cod, Canada became one of the first countries to have
fishing laws. Canada became very interested in protecting its fish for the future. No one can

(540 E2505] Sites
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JTT1

fish in Canada without a license. There are laws for where people can fish, what people can fish, when people can fish, and how many

fish they can take.

Canada became very interested in aquaculture (fish farming). Today there are fish farms all over Canada. Canadians are trying to have
codfish farms because even today there are not enough cod and we want to fish and eat them again in the future.
Canada works with many countries to protect fishing resources. We do not want to see other fish disappear. Today we need to protect

our fish resources so we can keep using them in the future.
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