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A new school year  Claire Marshall

As the calendar turns to April, we're greeted with the cheerful blossoms of cherry trees, mark-
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ing a season of fresh beginnings and renewed hope. In Japan, April isn't just about the pictur- [&] OBRQTEFOHED (RS |

esque landscapes painted with pink and white cherry blossoms; it's also a time of new begin-
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nings, with the start of the new school year. Students embark on their educational journeys, B . CESERDERERL AT

filled with anticipation and dreams, under the gentle watch of the blooming sakura, symboliz-

ing the beauty of life and the fleeting nature of time.

Contrast this with Australia, where the school year kicks off at the end of January, amidst the
sweltering heat of summer. It's a different kind of beginning, where the energy of the new
year is matched by the vibrant, sunny days that encourage outdoor adventures and cooling off

by the sea.
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The start of the Australian school year has fond memories for me. There's something nostalgic about Australian school uniforms, checked
like picnic blankets, emerging crisp and starchy from their packages. Then, there's the fun of packing lunches - vegemite sandwiches
neatly tucked into lunchboxes alongside fruit and crunchy vegetable sticks. Picture this: sitting outside on the school oval, laughing, and

chatting with friends under the cool shade of eucalyptus trees. These are the simple, joyful memo-
ries that make the start of the Australian school year so unique and heartwarming.

While winter, with its crisp air and serene snowscapes, holds a special place in many hearts, in-
cluding mine, spring brings with it a unique charm. It's a reminder that after every cold winter,
there comes the promise of warmth and growth, a cycle that resonates with the rhythm of life
itself. Whether in the cherry blossom-adorned streets of Japan or the sun-kissed shores of Aus-
tralia, the essence of spring and the start of something new ignites hope and joy in us all.
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