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The Stranger s We Live With  Cole Lucy Helena

I'm curious to know, how important are your neighbours to you?
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BREFEICh <K, BICHETIS.
Hello. THHow are you?THLIL)
DT, KF=Z4 o TCHEZENTFET, 7
LY RU—THRET. BRI W &
ZERER. BAL NS T)LERTED.
MEEAL—RXITEDEDTEFT,

For me, my neighbours have always played a big part in my life. From the age of 1 to 5,1 was
looked after by someone who lived 3 doors down from us who is now more like 2 mum to
me than a neighbour. I came to know the rest of my neighbours through things like partying
in the street together for the Queen’s jubilee, babysitting and tutoring for families down the
road, and delivering newspapers for the local shop.

To me, it is really important to feel connected to the people around me, so even when I moved to a city as big as London I actively
built friendships with the people living next to, and under me. In turn we helped each other with groceries and lost keys, and forgave
each other when parties were too loud, or a leak came through the ceiling.

When I came to Higashikawa I wondered if it would be possible to build the same sense of community without speaking Japanese, but
found that saying an enthusiastic ‘zood morning’to anyone I saw near my building went a long way. Now I am blessed with neighbours
who greet me with ‘itterasshai’, and ‘okaeri’; who treat me to fruits, vegetables and rice; who lend each other futons and tools; and who
support each other’s sports teams, hold games nights, and make conversation by the bike rack.

Many people are content living their lives privately, and feel no need to connect with the incidental strangers around them. But for me,
my neighbours constitute a social network whose lives are subtly intertwined, who unknowingly support me every day. For them, I am

so grateful!
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