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Summer Vibes

Kerttu Pihlajamaa

Summer is an exciting time in both Japan and Finland. Lots of events, sunshine, going to the
beach - just good vibes! I think for Finnish people it’s especially refreshing since a good part
of our year is so cold and dark, and summer brings the opposite: the sun only sets for a few
hours at night, and in the northern parts not at all! The white nights are a real phenomenon,
so it honestly feels strange for me to have the warmth of summer with the dark evenings of
Hokkaido. I think that’s also why Japan associates fireworks with summer while in Finland
they are mostly a winter thing, since they are at their most beautiful in the darkness.
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Both Finland and Japan have a lot going on during the summers, although sometimes in dif- 55D EES EZHRDACEDER
ferent ways. Finland might not have bon-odori, but we do have lots of outdoor events, such <9
as concerts, beer gardens, and flea markets. The summers have recently been getting hotter than in my childhood, but the temperatures are
still a lot milder than in Japan, so it’s easier to spend the days outside.

Finnish people also tend to take a lot of time off work during summer. Many families own summer cottages in the countryside, where
they can enjoy relaxing in the nature, bathing in sauna, and swimming in the thousands of lakes we have. We eat new potatoes, lots of
fresh fish, and grilled meat and vegetables. One popular summer cottage activity is playing mélkky, and I have been happy to see it has

gained popularity in Japan as well. Let’s all enjoy the rest of this summer!
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