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Flores de Mayo Jemarie Tumanot Montolo

Summer break in the Philippines is one of the most exciting times of the year for students.

Why? Because it lasts for about two months starting from April until May. This is also the
peak of the hottest and driest time of the year but this does not stop kids from playing out-

side under the heat of the sun and enjoying the school break.

'The Philippines is known for having festivals almost all year round. The months of January,
May and December are considered the most festive months. The month of May is the fes-
tive month for several cultural reasons. One main reason is that many towns celebrate their
local fiestas. The most popular celebration is ‘Flores de Mayo’ from a Spanish word meaning

(B&oETHH) =hEF
ARAVDERRE D fcEE
(D1 UvT2ttog4] (las is-
las Filipinas) &&f[FIFHNED
1UEY, ZO%, 7XUHDX

BTRT. DIDHFHSPhITIED

the Philippines&ZbHbE U,

BREEERITSHEFVNTVZDIE.
EN7641HH5h5TT,

‘Flowers of May’. Throughout the entire month of May, people gather in the afternoon or evening to offer flowers and hold small
celebrations in their local churches or communities. The celebration is meant to involve the whole community. Different families
or groups may prepare the flowers, decorations, or activities each day. And since children are not busy on these days, they often par-

ticipate by dressing nicely and joining the daily flower offerings.

The grand finale of this celebration is the Santacruzan. It is a colorful and elegant procession of people in the streets wearing beau-
tiful gowns and formal clothing. Many participants are young women and they walk under decorated arches or carry flowers while

the community watches the parade.

It is also called ‘flowers of May’ because May is the season of flowers in the Philippines. A lot of plants and trees are in bloom, like

Bougainvillea, Yellow Bells, Arabian Jasmine etc.

Because of these cultural traditions, Filipinos build strong community ties, close family relationships and always have a positive out-

look in life.
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