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Before Elementary School, I have no clear
recollection of noticing that I was, in fact, different
from the rest of the kids. I do remember being in
kindergarten, and having a friend named Kyomi...
who' s name I had unfortunately confused for “kill
me”. This goes to show that I obviously had no
perception of the different races and backgrounds in
Canada at that age... including mine.

From Grades 1 to 3, | can remember small things
that differentiated me from the rest of the kids. 1
brought seaweed to school as a snack, while the
other kids brought chocolate bars. It didn’ t matter
however, as I became popular for my delicious
seaweed... and I was able to try snacks native to
other countries. There had been some discriminatory
words passed around, but this was only due to the
curious nature of children. Neither they, nor I knew
the meaning of what was being said. It was just
funny.

It wasny t until about Grade 4, when I started Judo,
that I can really remember identifying with my
Japanese background. That may have been what
started it all. Judo soon became central to my life,
and was the fuel for my subsequent interest in Japan
andit’ s culture.
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