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During Grades 4, 5 and 6, the diversity among
students in the classroom was expanding. Some
were visibly different: Asian, Native, East Indian...
The rest looked ‘white’, ie. English, German,
Scottish, Irish, but we all had different family stories.
Some spoke their native tongue at home, while other
families had been in Canada so long that the whole
family spoke English (mine included).

I guess this is when we started to take notice of each
other's differences. Some of us just did different
things and ate different foods after school. As for
me and my siblings, besides doing Judo and eating
rice on a daily basis, we knew nothing about our
family's culture. In fact, my younger brother would
often tell people that he was half-Chinese. We really
had no clue.

It was very peculiar how amongst the varying races,
the most segregation that we had experienced was
due to the fact that our schools were run in both
English and French. There was one English class
and two French classes in each grade. In Grade 6,
they began to mix the homerooms, which led to both
the forming of cliques as well as the opportunity to
make new friends. I think it was a great way to
experience school. Different cultures, and different
languages. At such a young age, we were all
realizing how big the world really was.
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