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So, in general I'm a really self-motivated person. If I
have a goal in mind, I can put myself to anything.
With that said, I have a confession to make. One of
the things that I wanted to accomplish here was
leaming Japanese. Up until recently I met this
challenge to the best of my ability, utilizing my free
time to study. Then, a couple of weeks ago, I had
found myself thinking things like “Why do I want
to learn Japanese? It's so hard!” . All of my
relatives speak English!  So why would [ waste my
time learning something that I'm never going to use!

I know that we can all admit to being in slumps like
this... but, how do you get out of them? Luckily, I
met someone at just the right time to help me out of
mine. [ was sitting in Starbucks (my favourite) in
Sapporo, when another foreigner sat down beside
me. She was teaching Spanish to a Japanese man. 1
also have a passion for Spanish, so I couldn't help
but listen in on their lesson. She spoke Japanese
perfectly! I was so in awe of her ability. I wanted to
introduce myself... if only just to tell her that she had
revived my motivation to learn Japanese. So, 1
waited until the end of their lesson, got up the
courage, and introduced myself.... and I'm so happy
that I did!

I walked away from Starbucks with a new friend,
someone to practice Japanese and Spanish with and,
most importantly, a rejuvinated spirit! I returned
home thinking about how lucky I am to be here. 1
came here to leamn about Japanese language and
culture. I'm living my dream. I can't afford to waste
it. I found motivation in a coffee shop. 1 guess by
writing, I was hoping to motivate you. Whatever
your present goals are, ganbatte kudasai!
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