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I've just come home from a holiday in Thailand
... and am so thankful for that fact. I'm
assuming that everyone now knows about the
earthquake that hit Indonesia, which sent a
Tsunami ripping through the Indian Ocean. On
that day, my friends and I were scheduled to fly
to Phuket from Northern Thailand. An hour
before departure, we were standing before the
TV with our tickets in hand wondering what
was going on. At that time, it was too early to
understand clearly what had happened. As a
result, the information that we received was of a
4.0 earthquake which caused a death toll of 400
people. We were so confused as we arrived at
the Bangkok airport... we actually thought our
flights to Phuket might still go through if we
waited through the delay. My emails home and
to Japan were pretty nonchalant, just
mentioning an earthquake and our well being.
We really had no idea!

It was strange being so close, yet feeling the
farthest away from the tragedy. The only news
we had witnessed were still pictures and articles
in the newspapers as TV's were hard to come by.
The first time [ actually saw footage of the
waves and floods I couldn't control my tears.
Watching such a force sweep away so many
lives, I couldn't help but think how unbelievably
lucky I was. I thought back to being at the
travel agent in Bangkok, where we were
desperate for tickets anywhere / anytime. We
could've easily flown to Phuket the day before.
No words can describe how lucky I feel. I am
so thankful to be alive.
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