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Japanese Enkais and other formal gatherings
definitely have a different feel from those in Canada.
We don’t get together that often, but when we do,
they’ re usually really formal events. Gatherings back
home usually encompass full course, sit-down dinners
with more cutlery, glasses and plates than you know
what to do with. Manners are important, as well as
your apparel, in order to make good impressions with
your company. I can actually remember leaming how
to sit, eat and converse for these events in school!
“Back straight, cross your legs, elbows off the table!”
There were so many rules--- but at the same time, it is
really enjoyable.

The dress code is another area of worry. Formal,
Semi-Formal, Business Formal and even Western
Formal. It may seem funny to picture everyone in his
or her best cowboy hats, boots and jeans, but it is
such a part of our culture that it is seriously one of our
dress codes! When I came to Japan, I marvelled at
how different the Enkais were from any kind of
gathering at home. [ think that Enkais have their own
formality, which creates a more intimate setting.
Totally different, but equally fun, I guess one thing
remains the same... I think we’re all out to have a

good time.
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