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Lately I've been involved in a few conversations
regarding the assumption that foreigners don't like the
smell of fish. Although it's not appropriate to
stereotype, I think that for the majority of us it's true.
However, the longer we live here, the less repulsive
the smell of fish becomes. We even invite the smell!
Any of my friends would now jump at a chance for a
morning at the fish market or a dinner at a sushi
restaurant. We now associate the smell with delicious
food to come!

So, what about home? There's one smell that invades
the noses of all Albertans. If you've ever been on a
ranch in the prairies, you know what smell I'm talking
about. Manure! Definitely not all Canadians will be
with me on this, but a majority of Albertans will
definitely agree that manure is a wonderful smell!
Those especially of my parent's generation, who spent
many a summer afternoon riding bareback through
the fields, will tell you that the smell of manure is one
of the most wholesome ones. It's a small price to pay
for horseback riding and delicious beef! We even call
it “The smell of money” , as ranching is a very
wealthy industry.

Different countries, different smells, similar
associations. Whether it's a prime cut of beef or a
slice of O-Toro, the initial reaction is the same. If
you meet a foreigner who expresses his hate for the
smell of the sea, just give him/her a while until they
realize how delicious seafood really is!
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