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I've often been asked how we Jan Ken in English. 1
am always baffled when I have to answer this
question. We do have Jan Ken in English. It's called
Rock, Paper, Scissors. But, how do we do it?? Now,
that's a different question. 1 actually think that the
reason that I have so much trouble with this question
is because we don't use Rock, Paper, Scissors the
same way you do here. I remember playing it on the
play ground with classmates or with my family as a
kid. In fact, we even created new elements like fire
and water to the game just to mix it up.

All of us foreigners are actually in awe of how often
played and how proficient the game is in Japan. I'd
often get stressed when I first had to play after school
lunch to decide who clears up the dishes! However, I
can play just fine now! So, what do we do when
we're in a bind back home? We flip a coin! Just like
you would suggest ‘Jan Ken’ here to break the tension
of a stalemate decision, it's just as common to hear
“Okay, heads or tails”, followed by the sight of
everyone reaching in their pockets for a spare coin.
What about for a group of people? We draw straws!
I don't know which way is better. At any rate, they're
all fun and easy ways to make quick decisions.
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