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Upon coming back to Japan from my trip back home,
I've come to realize a big difference between our
cultures! Upon showing my pictures to my Japanese
friends and students, I sensed that my pictures were
raising eyebrows. What's funny is that the pictures
portrayed more than scenic Canada; they showed a
glimpse of how we interact as family and friends... we
always had our arms wrapped around each other!
Within western families, we often hug and even kiss
when we meet each other. This is true for closer
friends as well. For strangers, instead of bowing, we
always shake hands upon meeting. As kids, we were
taught time and again how important handshakes were
for first impressions. Nobody wanted a “dead fish”
handshake! 1 remember practicing how to shake
hands with my dad!

This may have been one of the harder things to get
used to in Japan. I just wanted to shake hands or hug,
but could always sense that I was causing discomfort!
I was also always worried whether I was bowing right
or not. I still don't think I do it right! However, on
the other hand. Since coming to Japan I have also
made many European friends. I was shocked the first
time I got kissed on both cheeks and embraced by a
new friend that I barely knew! 1 guess we all have
different customs that we must get used to when
interacting with each other. So don't be surprised if a
foreign friend wraps their arms around you one of
these days!
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