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I just came back from a Japanese class for foreigners.
In the middle of class I realized... hey, we all have
accents! With foreigners from both English and non-
English speaking countries alike, all types of
English... and Japanese accents were present! It was
so moving to realize that absolutely no one cared
about his or her accent. We were just proud to be able
to speak in another language and were all trying our
best to improve ourselves.

Upon returning, I started thinking about the many
instances when Japanese people had told me that they
were embarrassed about their accents. Why are you
so shy?! You all learn English for at least six years
right?! I think that it is such a privilege to have a
second language included in your curriculum. How
can you not want to use it?? We all have accents
when going from one language or country to another.
Heck, we even have accents within countries! How
often do I hear about the accent in Aomori or Osaka??
If you want to speak another language, don't let the
fear of accents hold you back! Only practicing out
loud will help you with your conversational skills!
Someone who is trying his or her best to communicate
is always more captivating than one who is quiet and
shy! If you don't say anything, no one is going to
reciprocate you know! If you run into someone who
makes fun of you for trying to speak another
language, just remember that he or she isn't worth
your conversation!
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URL http://town.higashikawa.hokkaido.jp/
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