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Communicationlandtheil'ime Difference
I have friends all over the world¥Some of these friends I met while they
stuw;x)thersﬁ had chane to meet when I studied
abroad Tn'Osaka¥ Many of mylbesbfends, both Japanese, and others
from various countries, live here in Japan. Of course, my family and many
of my other friends are back in Canada.

As a Canadian, I'm very familiar with trying to communicate with people
in different time zones. Canada is so big that it is spread out over 6
different time zones. If the time was 10:00 am in Western Canada, the
time on the east coast would be 2:00pm (2:30pm in one province).

It's wonderful having friends all over the world. Thave people to visit in
Japan, Australia, Hong Kong, Egypt, Brazil and many other places as well
as Canada, of course. This is also difficult though. For example, one of
my younger brothers celebrated his birthday on August 25th. In the
province of Alberta, the time is 15 hours behind Japan's. IfThad tried to
wish him ‘Happy Birthday!" on August 25th here, it would still be August
24th in Alberta. Once it’s late enough in the day there for my brother to
be awake, it’s too late in the day here to call, and T would be sleeping, 1
would have to call my brother on the morning of August 26th. (I forgot
to call my brother this year, so I just sent an email!)

The time difference makes communicating with those I love difficult. 1
hope that everyone can forgive me for calling on the wrong day in the
middle of the night. I can usually forgive them for accidentally calling me
at 3am!

The time difference is just one thing among many that makes living in
different countries challenging. However, since I think that calling is
more personal than emailing, I will call when I can. Hopefully the people
I call agree with me (even at 3am!) that it's the thought that counts!
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