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ThelUniversal Language}

I love musicYOf course, | hav.e b'a#(?sthat are my absolute favourites, but
for the most-part, I 1ke pretty.much anytm Ithough I'm not what you
would call 2 big fan of rap). 1 took piano lessons in Canada from the ages
of 6 to 18. Karaoke is one of my favourite pastimes.

Music is sometimes referred to as the universal language. I've had to
question its universality though. Here in Japan, you can hear music by
both Japanese artists and international artists on a regular basis. Back in
Canada that really isn't the case at all. I remember back when I was in
high school and my friend first played music in Japanese for me. (I think
the band was Tokio, if I remember correctly.) My first thought was:
“That's weird! Why would anyone want to listen to music that they don't
understand?!” During university however, I changed my mind and began
listening to music in French, Spanish, Korean, Chinese and of course,
Japanese. Tdon't really even listen to music in English anymore.

There are Japanese rock bands that are slowly cutting their way into
Europe and North America. I really hope that one day they can become
mainstream there too.

As is the case with music and the lyrics, I think sometimes people get too
caught up in the exact details. The lyrics are important of course, but the
feeling and reason behind something shouldn’t be forgotten. The lesson I
learned from listening to music in other languages is that music can be
the universal language. Sometimes it just takes a little open-mindedness
to see past the obvious barriers to the true meaning within.

(5 & o & TREH)
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