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many,
T like to lc‘)'okthe subtitles and check them against
dialogue 1[1%1;16 mo.we At irsti] Used to just think: “That's not
what they said!!" but upon thinking about it, I'd realize that there really
wasn't any way to say the same thing in Japanese. I've sometimes felt like
my reactions to movies are exaggerated, since no one seems to be
reacting around me, but how is the rest of the audience supposed to
laugh with me when the joke didn'’t translate? How can the audience cry
with me when important nuances are lost?

Of course, it works both ways. T've tried to explain amusing anecdotes of
life here to friends in Canada, but when you translate in such a way that it
makes sense in English, it’s just no longer funny.

Beyond just movies though, outside my close friends (and even with
them sometimes), I behave, speak and respond differently depending on
the language 'm using Lindsey in Japanese and Lindsey in English, while
both still Lindsey, are undeniably different. There are things I say in
Japanese that [ would NEVER say in English and vice versa. They would
just sound weird

Sometimes it's tough feeling like only my bilingual friends understand me
and the duality of this kind of life. Sometimes it can be difficult
reconciling the different parts of my personality and remembering who
‘me’ really is, but I guess ... it's all me. One me is the me I know and the
other is the one adapting and learning how to survive in a different world.
I think the struggles are worth it though. I wouldn't give up what I've
gained through all this for anything,
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