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Languages and VenturingAbroad
Venumerous times from mEny people things like: ‘Wow! Your
]%h [ c0=11d wE’ or: ' Wow! I could never be
brave enough'toYgo tofa foreign country Alone!” Honestly, I'm not that
special. If you're willing to work hard, you can learn to speak another
language. Some people have more of a knack for languages than others,
but hard work and perseverance win in the end. If you really want to
speak another language, you'll make it happen.

As for bravery ... T'd like to dispel that misconception right now. Yes, my
first overseas trip was alone (to France when [ was 19) and yes, I did
move to Japan alone to study. France was terrifying. The only reason I
managed to get on that plane was because I pretended I wasn't going up
until I left. When I came to Japan to study... I was never excited or
looking forward to it. I was terrified. When the plane was descending
towards Kansai International Airport, and T got my first glimpse of Japan,
I thought “Oh no...

promptly burst into tears on the plane. All of my solo adventures abroad

that's Japan! T'm actually going to Japan!” and

have been marked by the same panic and tears. I think that like language
learning though, if you really want to go abroad, you'll fight through the
obstacles. It's worth it, in the end, but you have to want it enough to fight
forit. I'm not brave. I'm just too stubborn to give up. *winks*
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