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When §rr1w"e'd in Japal! Ito eating Japanese food or
eating; Wvithy chop;"cks M‘y rendoy &\jﬂ I liked to go to Japanese
restaurants'in Canad‘and while¥ny? famil y seldom used chopsticks at
home, I'd been eating with them in restaurants for years before I came.
Liking the food and being able to use the utensils are just part of the
experience of sitting down at the table though. Japanese table manners
took some getting used to.

It seems sometimes that Japanese table manners are the opposite of
Canadian. Of course that’s not to say that a particular manner system is
better than the other, just each is suited to the usual food and
presentation in the respective country. When I lived with my host family
in Osaka I remember being a little overwhelmed at all the dishes in front
of me. My host mother told me to pick up the dishes and bring them to
me. Eating a meal at home in Canada, I had to go to the plate; it was
always too big to pick up and T would have been scolded for trying. As for
eating things like ramen ... you're SUPPOSED to slurp the noodles?!
loved slurping when I was little even though my mother always told me
to stop. Making noise in Canada isn’t polite ... no matter how much fun.
I got the last laugh though. When Mom came to Japan, I took her for
ramen. Take that Mom! You're SUPPOSED to slurp!
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