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Encounters of the animal kind... EEE DS
Getting settled in Higashikawa was a journey speckled with miniature FNZHEEHE< OIS &> EUIBBT L, W2 EEERRR,
adventures; ranging from paperwork treasure hunts around the town, to TLTNE DG,

' i : ’ dtitmEE & 0y F— LIRS SEANT W28, & JITHEDE)
encounters of the animal kind. HHLITOET, Fv o ETHTE. B0 ¥ FichmT
Ok, lets start with the facts; both Hokkaido and The Canadian Rockies 2T —mES>TW ONHETLE, Mo, 8004 KEdH
have a relatively similar climate, and therefore similar flora and fauna. In 5710 XY =TI 2}’)’9"“ BATHERASE. THHEINTK
Canmore, its routine for me to carry bear spray on my morning runs, as 5 :fLLif@Kﬁf&l’A‘]ﬁﬁE? 7 fjj — (E2—%) OBEBEL, R

LTCHBROZ aF > 7ITHMNTELE, E2AMES TN

the threat of an 800 pound grizzly bear surprising me in the woods . TS & |
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is not at all unusual. Without the threat of dangerous
carnivorous bears, or even cougars, in Higashikawa, I headed
out on my daily morning runs without a worry in my head.
Oh how [ was mistaken!

One morning by the river, I saw something moving in the
distance, just a few leaves on the path T thought. As T got closer, 1

ol 72
noticed it was A SNAKE!!! What??! I stopped in my tracks, it stopped SHIZESET RLFU AT, 2HTHRITRDE L. 4
mid slither; we made eye contact. I think we were both confused and T4 —hbHBIRENNo AL oA (32 HEED
disoriented as it dashed into the bushes. With my increased adrenalin, I Dy WL > a v I EZT 05,
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sprinted home, mildly traumatized from my meeting with the 4ft
brownish orange reptile.

So there’s my ecological blunder #1. Note to self: don't leave the bear BIZIEE BHIL. BOD 3% F 3 NG R D5,
spray in Canmore, you might need it for the snakes in Higashikawa!! ZOMIBEATHIN. D2 LDOD, BkE<ITIcEBENEE D
Allin all, Tam happily settled into the town, on guard in the mornings for ATY,

(R 2Hb&@RF)

random animals, and ready for whatever ...
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