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Despite being Canadian and coming from a land of ice and snow | love the beach
and tropical weather. | blame this on my father; when | was 8 years old my dad
decided to buy a house in Kauai, Hawaii.? I was a lucky kid, | got to enjoy the best
of both worlds; the surf and sun of hawaii and the snow and mountains of
(anada. Ever since then I've been in love with the sport of surfing.?

After spending one cold winter in Canada studying at university. | decided |
needed to plan my next adventure somewnhere warm. | found out that | could
study science with a specialization in surfing in Australia. So, | embarked to my
next new home Margaret River, Western Australia.

Australia will always hold a huge place in my heart. The beaches are some of the
most spectacular on this planet and the waves are powerful and so much fun.? |
studied meteorology, oceanography, coastal management, and event manage-
ment. | lived in a tiny beach shack, woke up to the sound of the waves everyday
and worked at a beautiful vineyard. | was in heaven.? The Australians are a
boisterous bunch and it took me time to get use to their strange accent and sense
of humor, but once | did they sucked me into their culture and by the end i was
begging to stay forever.

[learned a lot about the environment and realized how fragile this world we live
inis.? My time spent down under taught me | need to take care of what | have
around me, I not only need to be able to enjoy the ocean and the waves but take
care of them so that one day my children and grandchildren can enjoy surfing in
clean water too.

Let's learn a few Australian expressions!

('day mate - good day- konnichiwa

how ya going? -how are you- o genki desu ka

ta- thanks- domo
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