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The Galapagos islands Iay 000 kmoff thewestern shore of Ecuador. They are a
chani of volcanic islands, that due;to the|r location are abundant with wildlife.
Although there are around 40 islands{only 3 are inhabited. My first job as a
teacher took me to the island of Santa(ruz. | taught at an elementary school in
the small farming town ofSanta'Rosa¥The school is sponsored by a volunteer
program called Galapagos ICE and therefore receives English teachers each year.
Teaching in such a poor area was an amazing experience. The school had no
running water or electricity, most of the classrooms didn't even have desks. Yet
despite the lack of materials the students were amazing. | learned a lot about
appreciating what | have and working with what is given to me. I had to use a
more creative part of my brain in order to come up with lessons that didn't
require any extra materials but were still entertaining. Life was not easy on the
(Galapagos but it was very rewarding. The wildlife is incredible; I never got use to
seeing 250 year old tortoises walk by or iguanas swimming up beside me out in
the surf. Having the opportunity o see animals that exist no where else on the
planet; made the long days in the classroom worthwhile. | wish  had spent more
time on the Galapagos and hope one day to go back and explore more of
Ecuador

Let's learn a few words in Spanish

Hola 7= —Hello

Como estas! & T A4 X —How are you?
Hasta pronto 77 A4 /80> b — see you soon
Gracias 77> 7 7 & —thanks.
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DAIDO MORIYAMA Exhibition
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