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hol
Which makes spring here in Japan extra excmng and a little sad too. Over
the next month many stude'npt‘s‘”wnh tears in their eyes (some with
Smiles on there faces) will leaveythere old schools behind. Graduation
time here reminds me of when I'graduated from high school. I got to do

In'Canada the school yeanendf n¥uly. Every student writes provincial
exams based on what you learned in grade 12. These exams partially
determine your ability to get into university. It's stressful but once the
tests are done its time to party. In Canada the most exciting part of
finishing school is the graduation ceremony. It is a big fancy dinner and
dance; girls spend hours searching for the perfect dress and even more
hours worrying about who their date will be. Your parents and teachers
all attend this dinner. It's a nice way to formally say goodbye.

In Hungary the school year also ends in July but the exams are in May.
These exams more difficult because they are both written and oral. After
the exams to say farewell, all the students get together and walk from
dassroom to classroom singing sad goodbye songs. There is also a
ribbon celebrating ball. Every student in grade 12 gets a ribbon at the
beginning of the year; you wear this ribbon to show you are in your final
year. At the ball each graduating class performs two dances for their
relatives, teachers, and friends. One dance is a standard dance and the
other is usually a traditional hungarian dance. There are lots of tears and
even more pictures taken.

I am excited to see how the Japanese celebrate graduations. Good luck
to all of you next year.

(5 & o & TREH)

ittwice, in (anada and in Hungary (double the tears and sad emotions!).
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