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WNot that far from home}

[n[March, | retuned to Canada¥This quick trip home for me didn't
highlight the differences beﬁv‘eeﬁ"ﬂapan and Canada but actually
demonstrated to me how I‘VW up with a lot of Japanese cultural
influences in my life without knowing .

I'grew up with a fatherywho Io'@'tuotravel (It's probably where | got it
from) and therefore spent a ot of my time in Vancouver with my Aunt
and Uncle. My Uncle is Japanese Canadian and still holds onto a lot of
Japanese traditions. | never really noticed this growing up, it always
seemed very normal to me to use chopsticks and eat sushi. I didn't
realize how Japanese a lot of the things we did together were until
came here and experienced the same things first hand.

From trips to Fuji- ya to buy bentos for lunch, the beautiful pottery rice
bowls, and even the fact my Uncle’s side of the family runs the biggest
miso producing company in Vancouver; | was exposed to a lot of the best
parts of Japan before even coming here. It's always been shouyu not
soya sauce and sakura instead of cherry blossoms in my family
Coming to Japan has made me realize how special it is to have a
Japanese Uncle and how lucky | was as a child to get to experience more
then one culture first hand. Being here, | now understand him on a
different level and we have developed a closer bond sharing experiences
from Japan.
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REEZDFEFBLEI, RREFF M TedamameZ 3|< &, Japanese dish of salted green soubeans (IBHRMD
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