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On July 23rd I will embark onto the next adventure in my life and head
home to Canada. | am terrible at saying goodbye so instead | am going to
write this more to say thank you. That being said | have in the past written
letters to friends before | leave or before they set off on a massive
adventure. Itis something small that they can tuck away in their backpacks
and keep close to their hearts. My friends have often done this for me and
| cannot explain how nice it is when all alone in some comer of the globe
to be able to hold the expression of a friends love in your hands. I thought
for my last Koho articles that it would be more than appropriate to write a
letter to my new found friend Hokkaido. Although she can't really hold

this in her hands, | still really want to express how much she means to me.

Dear Hokkaido,
Just over a year ago today you were nothing but a future possibility for me.
| couldn'timagine what living with you would be like. The though of being
tugged from the ocean and placed in the middle of your frosty mountains
brought tears to my eyes. | didn't know how | would handle your quirks,
your icy cold kisses, or soft powder embraces. A year later, after many
struggles, tears, laughs, and memories the opposite is true. | don't know
how | am going to live outside the shadow of the great Asahidake , | am
going to miss those frostbitten morings, and most of all | can't even
imagine living with out you. Please know that regardless of where | am in
the world | will always cherish and remember the good times and lessons
you have taught me. | have learned how to better appreciate the smal
victories in life (like the day you let me pay all my bills at the atm in one go
and | didn’t have to go back and try 400 more times.) You have brought
into my life some of the most wonderful people | could ever wish to meet,
Japanese and foreign, and I plan on keeping my new friends forever! You
have taught me how to better appreciate food and how to be more self
sustainable ( Iam sad to leave the Nico Nico farm it has already taught me
so much). You have helped burn the beautiful Japanese language into my
brain which I promise to continue to study even after | have re established
my lost literacy in a new land. You have given me the most enormous hugs
in my deepest times of need. | thank you for all the fun times playing in
your perfect powder backyard (hands down Hokkaido has the
best snow in the world). | will never forget your fresh
mountain air, misty rivers, endless rice paddies, and of
course the ice cream oh the ice cream. You have challenged
= me endlessly, but also rewarded me greatly. More then
e anything, the ice cream, the sushi, the 3:30 am sunrises | will
] miss your children. The kids here have touch my heart and
| feel so fortunate to have had the opportunity to
work with such amazing children. I am not saying
good bye to you forever, | am sure when | say that

[ will see you again.

Sincerely,
Nicole
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