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Hello Higashikawa!

My name is Jolene Helgason and I am the new
ALT in Higashikawa! Like the ALTs before me, I
am also from Alberta, Canada. My hometown,
the Crowsnest Pass, is about 2 hours south of
Calgary, nestled in the majestic Rocky Moun-
tains. My hobbies include travelling, Karaoke,
Print Club, spending time with friends, watching
movies, playing Wii, scrapbooking and going to
Curves. While I am new to Hokkaido, I am not
new to the ALT position - I worked as an ALT
for 3 years in Ibusuki, Kagoshima. When I heard
that I was coming to Hokkaido, I was pleasantly
surprised because although I lived in Japan
before, this time I get to experience a very differ-
ent area. In my 3 years in Kagoshima, it only
snowed twice and none of it stuck on the ground
but I hear that it is very much the opposite here!
I am looking forward to learning more about the
Japanese language and Japanese culture — I am
especially interested in doing Taiko! Since I have
arrived, everyone has been very kind and I am
really looking forward to getting to know the
town, the people and Hokkaido as a whole. Feel
free to stop to chat and if you aren’t sure what to
talk about, here’s a hint: I love Hello Kitty!
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