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Christmas - it is a word that evokes many feelings for me. I look
forward to Christmas every year because it is the one time when
my family can all be together (although this year I will be in
Thailand...) I'm not a religious person so for me, Christmas isn’t
about Jesus’ birthday but rather about spending quality time with
the people I love and celebrating various family traditions. I also
get to decorate my house and make it super cute! I love the Christ-
mas decorations I see in Japan - they are ultra adorable!! T have
observed some of the Japanese traditions around Christmas and
think that they have a lot of charm: Christmas Cake and ordering
from KFC are the two that stand out the most to me. Contrary to
popular belief, we don’t have Christmas Cake in the West nor do
we eat at KFC for our Christmas dinner. Instead, we bake many
pies, cookies and desserts and have a giant turkey with all of the
fixings. On Christmas Eve, my nieces and nephews put out
cookies and milk for Santa Claus and in the morning, they are
rewarded with a stocking full of presents from the jolly old fellow.
Kids receive many presents on Christmas from family, friends and
of course Santa! In the afternoon, we eat our big turkey dinner
and then spend the evening playing hoard games, chatting and
laughing non-stop. It is a fantastic day that I look forward to every
year because of the warm feelings that only my family can provide
- love, caring and far too much food!
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