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Karin Strom
Once clothed in golden robes, the naked rice fields now don wispy columns of smoke. Seasons change. Once homog-
enously green, the leaves now display a myriad of vibrant autumn colors. Seasons change. I once wore the nervous
smile of an outsider, now I wear the sincere smile of a member. Seasons change.
The changing seasons evoke a feeling of nostalgia in me. The cool winds sweep my mind to fond memories of home.
In November, Americans celebrate Thanksgiving. My relatives travel hundreds of miles to come to our home.
Usually 25 to 30 people fill our house on this special day! It is a time for us to share a delicious turkey feast and
celebrate our thankfulness for each other. My family has a tradition where all the grandchildren have a competition
of making candy houses. We stick graham crackers onto the sides of milk cartons using frosting as glue. Then we
decorate the houses with candy. It is very fun.
Seasons change. I am excited to see what this season brings! I am interested in learning about the seasonal
traditions in Hokkaido. So please feel free to share your traditions with me.
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