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Small Town Life

Stacey Fujikawa
Hello everyone! T haven’t met everyone in town so I thought I would take this opportunity to tell you a bit about myself. I
am from a small town in Canada that, believe it or not, is a little smaller than Higashikawa. I always run into someone I
know at the bank, supermarket, or on the street. I grew up attending schools about the same size as Higashikawa, knew all
of my classmates, and most of their families. My teachers knew my two older brothers from previous years so they easily
recognized the Fujikawa name when I entered their classes.
I am sometimes told that my last name is cool during introductions in Canada. In Japan I often find that people are curious
about my Japanese heritage, which I am very flattered for the interest. I am half Japanese and third generation Japanese-
Canadian. My father is of Japanese ancestry and my mother is of German ancestry, however both of my parents were born
in Canada. My grandpa was originally from Kumamoto, Kyushu and moved to Canada in his 20’s. My grandma was born in
Japan and moved to Canada with her family when she was a child.
My Japanese heritage has always been of great interest to me. When I was seventeen I participated in a home-stay exchange
to Wakayama, Japan. I studied Japanese for two semesters in university. I have danced in the Cherry Blossom Festival
parade in San Francisco and have worked at a Japanese Garden.
I have now been living in Higashikawa for over six months, which is hard to believe. Time flies when you’re having fun!
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