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Awakening the Spring

Karin Strom
Winter is shrugging off her dark, dismal wardrobe and donning light, vibrant colors. The
vanishing harshness of winter and growing liveliness of spring bring an air of freshness and
newness to the land. The spring is awakening. Good Morning!

In the West, it has been a long held belief that the month of May was named for Maia, the
Roman goddess of spring and growth. Her name related to a Latin word meaning increase
or growth. In America, the month of May is characterized by blooming wildflowers, warm
breezes, and busy times. Graduations, final exams and celebrations fill the days of this
month. It is one of my favorite months because I was born on Mother’s Day, May 13th. My
family usually celebrates Mother’s day and my birthday with an outdoor barbeque, sitting
outside on our deck, watching the sunset. I love this time of year.

Here in Japan, May is a busy time for traveling, as people break from their daily routines
and embark on vacations during Golden Week. It is also a time of growth and beauty. I have
seen pictures of beautiful wildflowers crowning the Taisetsu. I highly anticipate the
awakening of spring and seeing, for the first time, its splendor in Japan. Awaken dear
Spring, awaken!
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follow. [EfEII AT, BAE VW] EFFLTWELE,
ST —HISBEWARE T VA REH#E TR, [
i) EEONESITIN, HHHIC [NEZEA N
HKZ P4 OEMEE] LS aATARHo TR,

ARAMSIEBERFEOT L EMD G >720%2 ZFUTY
AN YA A A TR VA
WANLNEITIN, FLERLERLENEI RGN
LERAD, LB, IRAENATHEWDNS
HFER e, HREADRENZITENDRBAUTET Y
F—TY, BEVHERZZTZIENHVETN, HhL Y
OIDHAZEFTT, By b= [HFEIIARFELFRUCEH
o F0@0 | =ERLZOTIEI RSN v~ (Ha)
) 2EHBLT O2FHMALTBIMLELLD, BRAIC
BRAZEOFLEICE [F VA HEREEII LB
ELAHVELE, FO—HIpEMAERQEL LD, Just
keep trying!
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